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IN THE HIGH COURT OF SINDH, KARACHI

Before:-
Mr Justice Naimatullah Phulpoto
Mr. Justice Mohammed Karim Khan Agha

Constitution Petition No. and name of petitioner along
with counsel.

C.P. No.D-2469 of 2017 Anjum Jameel Siddiqui V. NAB
through its Chairman & another

Anjum Jameel Siddiqui S/o0 Jamil ur Rehman

Through Mr. Riaz Ahmed Phulpotot, Advocate.

Counsel for the Respondents.

Mr. Muhammad Altaf, Special Prosecutor, NAB.

Dates of Hearing: 06-11-2017
Date of Order: 06-11-2017
ORDER

Mohammed Karim Khan Agha, J. Through this petition, the

petitioner Anjum Jameel Siddiqui seeks post arrest bail n
Reference No 49/2015 which 1s proceeding  before

Accountability Court Il at Karachi.

2. ‘Brief facts of the case are that the petitioner is';
nominated accused 1 Accountability Reference No.49/2015
relating to land grabbing /china cutting in Karachi.
Subsequently, Chairman NAB constituted a Joint
Investigation Team consisting of officers from NAB, FIA and
Sindh Rangers to jointly nquire mto the case. After
conclusion of inqury by JIT, inquiry was converted into
investigation. During the course of investuigation 1t was
established that the 13 plots bearing Nos. B-149/1 to B-
149/13, Block-1, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Scheme No.36, Karachi;

each measuring 299 sq. yards were illcgally created and
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of corruption and corrupt practices as defined under section

9(a) of the National Accountability Ordinance 1999 and

punishable under section 10 of the aforesaid Ordinance and

schedule thereto.

3. At‘ the outset learned counsel for the petitioner
submutted that he was only pressing this bail application on
the grounds of hardship and the rule of consistency whereby
co-accused Mumtazul Hag, Rashid Aqeel, Mohammed Nasir
Shaikh and Faisal Masroor Siddiqui had already been granted
post arrest bail by order of this court daéed 14-04-2017 on
the grounds of hardship and as such the petitioner was
entitled to similar treatment and as such he should ;De

admzitted to post arrest bail.

4, Under these circumstances the learned seror
prosecutor for the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) very
fairly did not oppose the grant of post arrest bail to the

petitioner.

5. We have considered the submissionis of the parties,
reviewed the dairy sheets and the bail granting order dated
14-04-2017 to 4 other co-accused as referred to above whith
significantly was not appealed by NAB and has attaned

finality. .

6. It would seem that out of 7 accused being tried 1n the
aforesaid reference two died whilst in custody and 4 have
been granted post arrest bail by this court leaving the

petitioner as the only accused in the reference still in custody
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7. The petitioner was arrested on 26-11-2015 and as such
he has been in continuous custody for almost two years. The
dairy sheets produced before us show that very little delay
has been caused on the part of the petitioner. 1t 1s also
observed that the co-accused were granted bail on hardship
grounds by this court after serving a httle over one year in jail
whereas the petitioner has been behind the bars for almost
two years. 1t also appears that the role of the petitioner 1s on
similar footing to some of the other co-accused who have been
granted bail on account of hardship. In addition the petitioner
has also spent much longer in jail than his co-accused.
Importantly out of 66 PW'’s only one witniess has beén
examined to date so realistically the completion of the trial is
no where in sight in the near future This is especially
apparent since the grant of bail to the other co-accused on
17-04-2017 very little progress has been made in the trial.
The petitioner also has the right to an expeditious trial which
does not seem to be happering in this case through no fault
of his own and as such he should not be left to rot behind
bars for years on end. Thus, based on the rule of consistency
the petitioner in our view has made out a case for release on

post arrest bail on the grounds of hardship.

8. These are the reasons for our short order dated 06-11-

2017 which reads as under:

“After hearing the learned counsel for the parties and for
the reasons to be recorded later-on, petittoner Anjum Jameel
Siddiqui son of Jamil-ur-Rehman Siddiqui 15 granted post arrest
bail on hardship ground, 1n the sum of Rs 2 Million and P R, Bond
in the amount to the satisfaction of Nazir of this Court Petitioner
shall also deposit ongnal passport with the Nazir of this Court,






